
South Carolina Hurricanes 



All Hurricanes 1851-2012 



Cat 3-4 directly impacting South 
Carolina 

1854 

1885 

1893 

1893 

1916 

Hazel 1954 

Gracie 1959 

Hugo 1989 





Landfall Savannah 

1854 
1893 – 5th deadliest 

U.S. 



Landfall southwest of  
Charleston 

1885 Gracie, 1959 



Landfall near but just east of  
Charleston 

1893 1916 



SC storms in top 30 costliest 

Hazel 1954 Hugo 1989 



Large eye wall and fast 
movement lead to significant 

inland impact 



Hurricane Hugo storm surge 



Storm Surge Risk 



Comparative storm surge risk 
study post-Katrina 



2013? 

Tropical Atlantic Ocean water warmer than normal 

No El Nino forecast 

Still in a Multi-decadal active cycle 

April forecasts all calling for significantly more active 
hurricane season 

No skill at forecasting where a storm might strike 
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